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Mn BOG! go 


| Honoured Sir, 


He laſt time we were together,you told 
' me, that a friend of yours long'd to 
fee ina paper under my hand the reaſons of 
| my unkindneſs to Popery. To which he ( or 
you for him ) obligingly add:d, that 7 did 
| not appear unkind to the perſons of Papiſls, 
| and that indifferency in judging is there 
| likelyeft to be found, where Bitternes of 
| humour is not prevalent. . 
Now Sir though I know and very much 
honour you, yet 1 am -not acquainted with. 
| your friend, and am ſenſible that uſe may be 
/ made of ſuch a paper to my diſadvantage. 
| Hlow ever T here ſend it you; for 1 do really 
| look upon P roteſtancy ( That of the Church 
| of England ) fo be ſo high a Bleſſing both. 
| fo theparticular profeſſors of it, aud to the 
| Country where it is embrac d, that T could, 
| adventure very far in whatſoever ſhould 
' promiſe the advancement of it. 
- The paper may be ſhewn as you or your 
friend ſhall think fit; but I would not have 
| it publiſhed in Print ; tis not ſtudied enough 
| for that, 
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4 Diſſuaſroe from Popery, 


[IS 35a Reduce my diſlikes of Pos 
- WO, I pery totwo Heads, the in» 
INE | crediblenes of its Dodrins, 
ll I LS and the grievouineſs of the 

OTE | Yoke impoſed on its Pro- 
® (oflors. Of its incrdible 
| Dodrins. I name firſt 7ranſubſtantiation. 

In the way of Nature this is not ſo pro- 
perly called incredible, as abſurd and ime 
poſſible; It makes the Body of Chriſt to 
beina Thouſand places at once. It makes - 
that Body wear its own quantity under 
the dimenſions of a Wafer, that is, to have 
its own bigneſs but to be never the big- 
ger forit. It makes the accidents of Bread 
and Wine Exiſt without a ſubject ; that zs, 
there is whiteneſs and there is moiſture, 
but there is nothing Either white or moiſt, 
It makes the accidents of Bread and Wine 
to nouriſh theEaters and Drinkers of them, 
that is, to be turned into Subſtances. &c. 
To al! which it is anſwerd that God's pow- 
2 er 


(6) 
er is ſufficient to overcome all theſe Difficul- 
ties , Neither will I diſpute his. Power 
| where his Will is revealed. But I fay ir is 
incredible that Tranſubſtantiation in the 


Euchariſt ſhould be the will of God. © For 


All other Miracles recorded in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures ferv'd- to ſome End. © Elias 
called fire from Heaven, to make it appear 
that the Lord is God, and that he was his 
fervant So Chriſt raiſed up the widow's 
ſon, for the comfort of the widow , and for 
the manife{tation of his own Power. But 
Tranſubſtantiation ſerves to no End that 
has been yet nam'd; It convinces no body, 
it profits no body. - Our Saviour ſays 1o, 
Jo: 6. the fleſh profits not, That 1s, by be- 
ing bodily Eaten. - Chriſts fleſh profits by 


being taken into God; by ſuffering upon - 


the Croſs, by being believed on ; but by 
being bodily Eaten, it has noeffect either 
upon the body;or the Soul of the cater. Not 
upon the body, for that they confeſs is con- 
cern'd only in the accidents of the bread 
and wine departed; ' Nor upon the Soul, 
for that teeds on Chriſt only Spiritually, 
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[+ viz. by Faith, Hope and Charity. Now is 
| it credible that God would worke ſo mas 


ny miracles as are in the bowells of 7: an- 


ſubſtantiation, tor no end in the World ? 


2ly, The courſe of nature 1s certainly 
the will of God; therefore we muſt not be- 
lieve it is inverted, but where God himſelf 
declares it is ſo. Here they ſay God has . 
declar'd for Tranſubſtantiation in theſe 
words: This is my body &c. I anſwer , no 
more then in theſe : that rock was Chrift. 
Or then in theſe of the ſame Apoſtle : We 
are all one bread. For all three ſentences 
are equally poſitive, and are equally the 
word of God. Now, was the rock which 
followed the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs 
turned into the ſubſtance of Chriſt not 
then born ? Or are all Chriſtians turned 
ſubſtantially into bread? Nc,all fay , 7haz 
rock was Chriſt mports no more then za 
rock was the repreſentative of Chriſt, WWe 
are all one bread; that is, we are all repre- 
ſented by one bread; why not then, this 


$ 75 my body, that is, this is the repreſentative 


of my body? If it be lawful to take one word 
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(3) 
of God figvratively, it cannot be wicked 
to:take another ſo, itthe matter equally 
requires. And certainly there can- be no 
orcater neceſſity. any where, than in the 
Euchariſt-of flying from Tranſubſtantiati- 
on to a figure... i . | 
-2'y. tis Incredible that the Apoſtles or | 
thz Primitive Church ever. thought of * 
Tranſubſtantiation ; When our Saviour | 
faid 7go tothe Father,the Diſciples asked 
whatit was.. When he told the Parable 
of the Sower,they asked what it meant, If 
they had thought of a change of ſubſtance 
vy the words of Conſecration, would they 
not have ſaid : how can this be 2 do we not 
{ce tnere as formerly ? and the bread and 
vine as formerly ? But he had inſtructed 
thein Jo. 6. how his fleſh is meat indeed and 
his Lozd drink indeed, to wit Spiritually 
not bodily, therefore they bogg!'d not. 
Again, not.one Apoſtlenor one Chriſti- 
an Doctor for above fix hundred years af- 
ter Chriſt either mentions this change of 
ſubſtances, or (inal thoſe vaſt volurnes) 
ſays one word that infers it. The Chriſtt- 
ans- 


( 9) 


ans ſpoke not of it ;neither did the Jews or 
heathens obje@ it; Yet Tranſubſtantia- 
tion in the eyeof anunbelieyer is a maſſe 
of contradictions. * | 

"What work would LZac:zan have made 
with it  Butno ſuch matter is mentioned 


| by char ſcoffer, or by Porphyry, or Feſtus, 
' or Julian the Apoſtate &c. In ſo incredi- 
{ ble a doctrine would Beringarius(above a 
| thouſand years after Chriſt ) have been 
| the firſt Heritique ?If Tranſubſtantiation 
| had been the ſetI'd doftrine of the Church 


in the days of Charlemaigze , would that 
Emperour have writ to Ber!ram the Prieſt 


| forhisopinion ofthe real Preſence? Would 
| Bertramhave poſitively anſwered that the 


hoſt is not the ſame body of Chrift which was 
born of the Virgin Mary? Only that body 


of Chriſt which was born of the Virgin 


Mary is to be ador'd, therefore the adora- 


tion of the hoſt was not in faſhion in Ber- 
| trams days. 


aly. Asthere is nothing in the Holy 


| Scripture or ancient Fathers which can be 
| rationally brought in favour of Tranſub- 


ſtan 
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( 10 ) 
ſtantiation, ſo there are in-them very ma- 
ny ſayings which ſeem incompatible with 
it. Mat: 26. Me yee have 'not always. 
Which was ſpoken becauſe of his Death 
and Aſcenſion. Hear St. Auſtin upon ir. 
Non ſemper &c.Not always according to his 
badily preſence, but as to his Majeſty, as to 
his Providence, as to his inviſible Grace is 
fulfilled that: Behold 1 am with you tothe 
end of the World. So At. 3. 31. Whom 
the Heavens muſt contain till the reſtituti- 
onof all things. Tes,lay they, he is only in 
Fteauen locally, and in the oft but ſacra- 
mentally and not as in a place;his whole body 
being in the leaſt part of the Hoſt if ſeparate 

from the other parts. Which to St. Auſtin 
Iamfure would have imported that Chriſt 
is really-in Heaven and not really in the 
Sacrament ; for he ſays upon Pſalm. 33. 
St ſpatia &c. If ſpace of place be taken from ' 

a body. it is no where,that is,it is not, Does 
this ſound as if he underſtood the quillets 
ct Tranſubſtantiation ? Again to Boniface 
EP.25. Sz Sacramenta cs If Sacraments 
had not the likeneſs of the things whereof 

| | they 
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they are Sacraments,they would not be ſacra- 
ments;and becauſe of this likeneſs they often 
take the names of the things themſelves; 

As therefore the Sacrament of the body of 
Chriſt is in ſome ſort the body of Chriſt,and 
the Sacrament of the blood of Chriſt, is the 
blood of Chriſt, ſo the Sacrament of faith is 


| faith, And againſt Adimantus the Mani- 


chee: Non dubitavit &c+ he doubted not to 


| ſay: this is my body when he gave the ſign of 


his body. And upon Pal, 3. mira eft pa- 
tientia Qc. Wonderful 7s the patience of 
Chriſt who entertained Judas at that ban- 
quet wherein he gave his diſciples the figure 
of his body and his blood. And St. Ambroſe 


| de Sacramentis:Now i/te panis &c. not that 


bread which goes down into the belly, but 
the bread of Eternallife which ſupports the 
ſoul. Many ſuch other ſayings the Rea- 


| der may find cited by old Bertram and of 
| late by all the Proteſtant writers; but not 
| a word like them isin any Roman Catho- 


lique authour ſince the Council of Lateray. 
The ſtile of theDoCtours is not altered tor 
nothing. And fo much for Tranſubſtan- 
tiation., | Secon:: 
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ſtantiation, ſo there are in-them very ma- 
ny ſayings which ſeem incompatible with 
it. Mat: 26. Me yee have 'not always. 
Which was ſpoken becauſe of his Death 
and Aſcenſion. Hear St. Auſtin upon ir. 
| Non ſemper &c.Not aliays according to his | 
, badily preſence, but as to his Majeſty, as to {| 
J his Providence, as to his inviſible Grace is 
fulfilled that: Behold T am with you tothe 
end of the World. So AQt. 3. 31. Whom 
the Heavens muſt contain till the reſtituti- 
onof all things. Tes,lay they, he is only in 
Heaven locally, and in the Hoſt but ſacra- 
| | mentally and not as in a place;his whole body 
| | being in the leaſt part of the Hoſt if ſeparate 
| from the other parts. Which to St. Auſtin 
Iamfure would have imported that Chriſt 
3 is really-in Heaven and not really in the 
Bs Sacrament ; for he ſays upon Pſalm. 32. 
S7 ſpatia &c. If ſpace of place be taken from ' 
| a body. it is no where,that is,it is not, Does 
|| this ſound as if he underſtood the quillets 
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they are Sacraments,they wouldnot be ſacra- 
ments; and becauſe of this likeneſs they often 
take the names of the things themſelves; 
As therefore the Sacrament of the body of 
Chriſt is in ſome ſort the body of Chriſt,and 
the Sacrament of the blood of Chriſt, is the 
blood of Chriſt, ſo the Sacrament of faith is 


| faith, And againſt Adimantus the Mani- 


chee: Non dubitavit &cs» he doubted not to 


| ſay: this is my body when he gave the ſign of 


his body. And upon Pal, 3. mira eſt pa- 
tientia &c. Wonderful is the patience of 
Chriſt who entertained Judas at that ban- 
quet wherein he gave his diſciples the figure 
of his body and his blood. And St, Ambroſe 
de Sacramentis:Noz iſte panis &c. not that 
bread which goes down into the belly, but 
the bread of Eternallife which ſupports the 


ſoul. Many ſuch other ſayings the Rea- 


der may find cited by old Bertram and of 
late by all the Proteſtant writers; but not 
a word like them is in any Roman Catho- 
lique authour ſince the Council of Lateras. 
The ſtile of theDoC@tours is not altered for 
nothing. And ſo much for Tranſubſtan- 
tiation. | Seconc: - 
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(12) 
Secondly, I name Purgatory for an in- 
credible doctrin, Purgatory as maintained 


in the Church of Rome is a priſon at the 
edge of hell, where ſouls are deteined till 


by ſuffering they ſatisfy for ſuch venial fins 
as they dyed under, or for mortal fins for 
which they had not perfetly done their 
pennance. The pains differ trom. hell fire 
only in being Temporary ; and the ſouls 
which ſuffer them are in high Charity,and 
at the laſt-gaſp were purg,d from all unfit- 
ing affections; yet muſt they ly here and 
fry for their paſt treſpaſles,till the utmoſt 
farthing bepay'd. Andall their own cha- 
rity avails nothing towards their delive- 
rance, but they are ordinarily ranſom'd 
from long durance by the Charity of 


their friends on earth layd out upon Maſ=* : 


ſes, Pilgrimages &c. And upon ſome occa- 
ſions whole ſholes are let out by the Popes 
Indulgence. | ww 
Now I fay tnis is an incredible dorine 
in itſelf, for, 1. the Chriſtian faith is that 
Chriſt ſatisfied for the ſins of the World, 
how then can ſouls ſufter meerly tor the 
| ſa- 


| 


| (13) ; 

ſatisfaction of the Divine Jiſtice ? Puniſh-. 
ments in this World are our corrections, 
but puniſhing when there can be no a- 
mendment muſt be a meer wrecking of 
vengeance;tis ſo in hell, and they ſay itis fo 
in Purgatory. 2. tis incredible that God 
ſhould ſo horribly afflict thoſe Souls 
which ſo entirely love him , and which 
he ſo highly loves. 3, Tis incredible that 
venial fins which upon earth are purg d 
with an Ave,a Pater noſter, a thump on 
the breſt, or ſprinkling ofa little holy wa- 
ter ſhould after death merit ſuch horrible 
torments, and which for oughtT can hear 


' may laſt many years. 4. If theſe ſins do 


; *+merit the great pains of Purgatory, then 


tis incredible that a Maſle,or a pilgrimage 


| ſhould pay the debt. 5. If Purgatory be a 
| neceſſary and alſo an aſſured paſſage into 
| Heaven, tis incredible that any fire there 


| can be a torment; for the way to blifle is 


| happy, - In this world hope of ſalvation 


| 


made Martyrs endure tortures with pati- 


| ence, but that torture which brings with 


| itaſſurance is matter of triumph. 6. *Tis 
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( 14) 
incredible that ſouls ſhould be ſenſible of 
bodily fire:who can imagin what a ſcorch'd 
Soul 1s.? or how fire can torment the un- 
derſtanding orthe Wil? And the ſeperated 
foul has norhing in it beſides them two. 
But to all this I am anſwered as [ was a- 
bout Tranſubſtantiation,that God's power 
is incomprehenſible , and his ways paſt 
finding out. However,I ſay Purgatory be- 
ing ſo Irrational in it ſelf has need to be 


well pro'vd fromabroad; I mean by Texts. | 
of Scripture,and Expoſitions of ancient Fa- | 
thers: But there is not One Text in the ' 
whole Bible applyed to this Purgatory. till | 


after S. Auſtin, Nay tis impdſſible that 


many of the Ancient Fathers ſhould hold | 
Purgatory as it is now held in the Church | 


of Rome ; for they held that no Souls ( at 
leaſt very few of the moſt perfe&t ) go to 
Heaven till the day of Judgment; and that 
in the interim they are kept in receptacles 
without any pain but thatof delay 'dHappi- 
neſs ; and that at the day of Judgement 


| they muſt all paſs through fire; Origen: in 
. Pſalm: 36. Ut ego arbitror &c. As Tthink 
| | "061 
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7t is neceſſary for us all to come to that fire: 
though one be a Paul or a Peter; Sach a one 
' | #xdeed ſhallbe told:though thougoeſt through 
| | rhe flame it ſhall not burn thee; But aſmner 
like me ſhall come to that fire like Peter or 
| Paul, but ſhall not go through it like them. 
- | Ambrof: in coment: Pſalterji: /zne nos &c. 
t | David ſays: thou haſt tryed us by fire;there- 
e 

O 


- | fore we ſhall all be tryed by fire. andif we 
| he mot conſum'd yet we ſhall be ſcorch'd. 
« | Lacant: 7 jnſtir C. 1. Sed & juftos ©&c. 
'_ | When God Fudgeth even the juſt, he willexa- 
| nin them with fire, then they whoſe fins are 


AX | hemently ſcorched : the ripe in virtue (hall 
4 #ot feel that fire. Hieronym: tomo A in- 


| Amos: ' Vocatus ignis Gc. The fire call d 


- that is, all the kind's of fins, Wood, 


FO. | Hay , Stubble. Aug: in 15. Gen. 4d 
at LT 
folis Oc. At the ſetting of the Sun, that 
. |zs, at the End, By that fire is ſignified the 
day of Fudgment, ſeparating thoſe carnalls 
':, [who are #0 beſav'd by fire, from tboſe whs 
:jþ (are to be damn'd in the fire, And inPfal. 6, 
wy 9 Talem 


* | great either in weight or number ſhall be ve= 


 \fo Judgment, firſt devours the Abyſs , 


| 


| (16) 
Talem me &c. Render me ſuch now as ſhall | 
ot need amendment by fire. And 20 de civ; | 
Det: Out of what has been ſod it: ſeems ewi- || 
dent that in the judgment ſome will ſuffer | | 
fome purging. pains. - | ix of 
| I take this labour to clear the Purgato-| j 
ry held by ſome of the ancient, becauſe their k 
ſayings and the Texts which they cite for 
their Purgatory are all which they bring]p 
now for the Purgatory maintain in the] 
- Church of Rome; whereas tis impoſliblqy, 
-that they who held the former Purgatory 
ſhould hold .this latter ,for, x. the termed. 
Purgatory was in the judgment,this Lattey,, 
is immedaatly after Death. 2. The formeſ,p 
Purgatory was for the amendment of. rh(;, 
wt 
of 


perſon, this latter puniſhes for Sin whe, 

- the perſon 1s perfeCt..z3. The tormer Purge 
gatory afflicted the perſontill he had pay'lgh, 
the. utermoſt farthing , that is, t:ll all hJq;e 
diſorderly affeQions were worn off;rhis laſ,,,, 
ter clears a man out of priſon for the goo, 
deeds of others upon Earth viz. Prayetgajr 
Pilgrimages, Maſſes, Indulgences ©. anhp, 
withour this Appendix of Indulgences th... 
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| | = 
4 | Pope.would not lift up aFinger for Pur gat%+ 
Ve Tore fine, hethat in the Church ot Home 
= | holdsno other Pargatorybutthat which the 
er | fore-quoted Fathers held, will be dectar'd 
hzretical,of which 7 ho: White late an Eng- 
Oe | 1b Prieſt of theChurch ofRome is an exam- 
ple.See his. book de medio animarum $ tatu. 
(Or But it may be faid: Il he. ancient Fathers 
NS! holding one fort, of Purgatory,and the pre- 
tha ſent Church of Rome hoiding another ſort, 
biqhow come we Proteſtants to hold none 2 
ory[I anſwer: The Church of Rome is to ac- 
NClcount tor throwing offthePurgatory main- 
ticFcazined by ſome of the Fathers; for the had 
MeIrhrown it off long before our Reforma- 
Thition; We indeed threw off that Purgatory 
/helwhich is maintained by the preſent Church 
Pwlof Rome, as new and invented ; which is 
2Y- thus demonſtrated. out of the foregoing 
| n diſcourſe. The preſent. Church of Rome 
s lalmaintains a, Purgatory abſo'utcly - in- 
£9Oconfiitent with that: which was main» 
YEEained by the ancient Fathers ( as is-proved 
- above) ; therefore the Purgatory. of rhe 
55S Uiprefent Church of Rome came not by tra- 
Pol B di- © 


- _ | 
dition from the Fathers, but was invented 
by their children. hve 4 
" Add to this St. Auſtin ad Dulcitium q.r. 
1t' is not incredible, ſays he, that ſuch a © 
thing ſhould be after thrs life, and inquiry 
may be made whether it be ſo, and it may 
be found out,and it may be hid, that fome of 
the faithful through a certam Purgatory | 
fire ſhould be ſav'd fooner or later 'as they *| 
Aid wore or leſs love the good things that 
periſh. He fays Purgatory 15 not incredible 
( that is, fome ſort of Purgatory) that i# 
may be'inquir'd after,and tf 2 may be 


found, and perhaps not. ' A good white af- 

ter him Gregory faid to Peter the Deacon,” ] 

that many things are now-known of fepa- r 

rate ſouls which were not known'of old.” f| 1 
And Bede ſays that Purgatory became c 

known'in E£rne/and upon the miraculous 1 

deliverance of a ſou'dier from his bonds b it 

the ſacrificeofthe Maſſe.In fine,the Gree 

Chiirch never own'd Purgatory, and yet | a1 

to them(as to goſpel matters) was declar- Tm 


ed the whole council of God. At. 20/27. fa 
But ſuppeſe Tranſubſtantiation aud Pur« w 
ga 
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= (19) 
gatory are fiftions, is the Errour Damnabl:? 
I do not fay whether it be or no;but I am 
ſure that all errour is dangerous to the- 
ſoul, becauſe it is its blindneſs; and it the 
blind lead the blind &c.Befides, errour has 
a ſpawn of conſequentsin which the black- 
neſs is often more ſenſible than 1n rhe 
damm.-For inſtance, the opinion of Tran= 
ſubſtantiarion 'has ( though not by gocd 
conſequence to my reaſon ) brought forth 
a facrilegious detention of the Cup from 
theLaity.. - Adoration of the Hoſt is ano- 
ther and a true birth of the ſame opinion; 
and thathas init many ſymptomes of Ido- 
latry. - But what ſoul-killing venom- comes 

from Purgatory ? Why, tis a groſle diſpa- 
ragment of the paſſion;of Chriſt which we 
do accuſe of imperfe4qiqs, while wethink 
itneceſlary to joyn our ownſufferings with 

it for the ſatisfaction of the divine Juſhice. 
Thave done with Tranſubſtantiation 

- andi-Purgatory , and: need not name any 

more of the tcredibledoGarins of Popery; 

for this 1s one of tFeir doctrins, that tbe. 
who denies one Articleof the Faith, denies 

Bz all 
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all ; becauſe the propoſal of the Chutch is 
the only reaſon of believing any. Out of 


which I infer;that if they are baffl'din any 
one Article;'they are undone as toall ; for 
their propoſal has loſt its infallibility: 


- Theretore inthe next place, as the doQrins' 
of Popery are thcredible and dangerous to: 


our condition in' the world to come, ſo'F 
fay the yoke of it is very grievous and the 


_ burthen almoſt infupportable, ih this 


world. For, 


Firſt, Popery deprivesusof ſeveral rights 


of nature. It requires us'to believe things 
naturally. abſurd, without giving us any 
ſypernatural proof, as appears inthe in- 


ſtances of Tranſubſtantiation and Purga- . 


tory ; and yet if we doubt, we are damn'd 
to the fire of this world, and that of the' 


world to come. Apen, to make us pray 


and praiſe God in an unknown tongue; 
What is it but to rob us of the common 
rights of humanity: Parrots and Pies learn 
words, but to underſtand them is the 
priviledge of mankind. And he that ſhould 
worſhip God only by ſaying what he does 


not - 
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nat underſtand , were degenerate into 2 
beaſt as to his religion. St. Paul fays if - 
zn the Church they all ſpeak withi tongues, 
( though themſelves do underſtand them ) 
that a ſtranger coming in, will think them 
mad, Is it not madder for them all to 
ſpeak with tongues which they do not 
underſtand > That Papiſt muft be very 
much ſtupifyed to whom this impoſition 
isnot grievous. _ | | 

_ 2dly. Popery 1s a great Invader of our 
Civil Rights. The Pope can excommuni- 
cate a King;and by ſo doing, his Subjects 
are abſolv'd from their Oath of fidelity,and 
are commanded to pay no Obedience ; fo 
the Prince loſes his government, and the. 


_ people not only, loſe their ProteCtion but 


alſo are Embarras'd in infoluble doubts of 
conſcience,between the pretenſions of the 
Pope and thoſe of the King. And this was 
the PopiſhDottrin long betore the Fe/urts, 


. as appears in Thomas Aquinas's Summ. 


Neither has' the Pope ever been drawn to 
declare againſt that Branch of his power ; 
though 1D ſeveral Provinces he might by 

; B 3} {ch 


(22) 
ſuch a declaration have delivered abund- 
ance of his people from very great troubles. 
Nay the Pope diſpoſes of untorfeited King- 
doms. © He gave away the Kingdoms of 
Mexico and Peru; though thoſe Kings had 
never been under his Juriſdition, and S. 
Paul ſays; what - have we to do with them 
that are without ? But there is an inſtance 
of this grievance about which I am more 
concern'd. Our King Fohn had troubles 
from his Subjedts to that height, that he 
was fain to reſign up his Crown to the 
Pope, and to receive it again from Pax- 
dolf his Legate, and to hold it thence- 
forth as from the Pope. This they ſay 

and brag oft, and upon this accompt pre- 
tend a Title to England at this day. Here 
are ſeveral matters hard to be underſtood. 

If the Pope was partner in the Rebel- 

lion, what can be more dangerous than 

he to Soveraignty? If he was no par- 

tner in the Rebellion, how came he to 

get the: Crown by the Succeſs of the 

Rebells? Again, if Fohn was Perſecuted as 

an Uſurper, why was not the Crown 
given 


(23) 
given to-the right Heir 2 But nothing can 
be more unpolitick than their pretending 
a Title to England trom this Tranſaction 
with King John; for it intitles them to the 
juſt Indignation of every King of England 
and of all his good Subjects. | 
Thirdly, Popery is very grievous to 
the private purſe &c. conſequently 
dwarfs any people that embraces it. Of 
what bound/es numbers are their Clergy 
and Religious? The preſent ſtate of France 
 fays that one third of that Kingdom 1s 


theirs ; and it muſt be worſe in Spar. 


Then, their Pilgrimages, Ranſomes trom 
Purgatory , Offrings at ſhrines and Divi- 
fications are notable. Pick-pockets. But 
how do divifications work 2 Why the people 
look upon a new Saint as a new Adovecate 
for them in Heaven. 

But here it may be ſaid, that ſome of our 
people think the Proteſtant Clergy(Eſpe- 
cially of the Church of F»gland ) pretty 
chargeable. I anſwer, that the means of 
our Clergy is ſo ſmall a pittance in com- 
pariſon of that which went away with 
B4 Popery 
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Popery, that they muſt; be very unrea- 
ſonable- who grutch it- And. really 'T. 
never knew any maligne the decent main- 
tenance of our-Church but ſuch as diſco» 
vered a great many other vices. In our. 
late contuſions, all that were againſt the: ' ' 
Church 'were againſt God and the King 
and theirfellowSubjefs:they were ſhame-' 
fully. 'prophane ; and yet {Hypocrites in 
contempt of all our ſeates. But this is a 
digreſſion.: The truth is, Religion muſt 
be in ſome degree Chargeable: far if we 
will ſerve God only out ot that which coſts 
us nothing; then in our Eye the ſervice of | 
G dis noting worth. Burt there may be 
roo much taken as well - as there may be 
tao. little given.” © ERS. O- 

I might add other grievances: as the hor- 
rible impoſing on the vulgar by mira- 
cles ; to which no man of reaſon among 
themſelves gives any credit. . Then how 
reſtles are their Btgotts in Plotts! But 
they are told of that by Enough. We had 
here a Barbarous Rebellion an the year 
1641, Ido not know 'whither the m_ 

| rais 
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_ raisd it or no;but he'own'd it,and encou- 
rag'd-it,and hindred all expedients offer'd 
fora cloſure of the Wound ; to the un- 
doing of very many Gentlemen of that 
party, who yet areſo well -natur'd as to 
love his Zolineſs never the leſs. Nay of 
late Fanaticiſme thrives by Popery: The 
Presbyterians ſay the Indulgence to. 
them and others was but to cover that 
to the Papiſts; But I never believe'it the 
ſooner for their ſaying it. No I think the 
Papiſts help'd the Fanatiques only by 4u-- 
tiperiſtafs. The late Plot makes them 
look ſo black, that the Tgnorant people + 
run to thoſe Religions which pretend 
to greateſt diſtance from Popery. 
I would now draw to a concluſion, but 
that I find my work isnot don againſt 
Popery tillI cleare Proteſtancy from ſome 
dirt thrown on it, which I ſhall endeavour 
to do as briefly as } have don the reſt. 
Ob: 1. Proteſtants generally yield that 
a Papiſt may be ſav'd , how then came Re- 
ormation from Popery to be neceſſary? why 
ſhould the - unity of the Church be broken 


for 


(26) 

for That without which we may beEternally 
happy 2 T anſwer, we condemne no man; 
there is one that will Judge the world , 
and charity commands us to hope .that 
well meaning ÞFapiſts will be fav'd 1n that 
day. But if any man thinks the Popiſh 
doctrines falſe, and yet profelles them as 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, his Hy- 
pocrify is a damnable fin. Hence the Re- 
formation became neceſſary. God open'd 
the Eyes of feveral people: They ſaw 
errours in the Church, refns'd to own 
them , declar'd againſt them;and in ſome 
Countries preval'd againſt them. They 
muſt either do ſo,or beHypocrites in pro» 
feſling what they did not think. Not that 


men are every where bound to proclaim - 


their Religion, but in the, Church of 
Romethey are. There they. muſt profeſs 
every thing with the Church, or ſuffer as 
Hereticks. In Summe, the Church of 
Rome kept the Chriſtian Faith , there- 
fore we did not, neither might we leave 
it becauſe of ſome erronious ſuperſtruCti- 


ons; not, tor example ſake,becauſe they \ 


be- 
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| believed Tranſubſtantiation and ador'd the 
hoſt; but becauſe they compelled us to be- 
lieve and to doo. | 
-. Ob 2. {fit be lawfull for Proteſtants to 
reform from Popery for conſcience ſake ; 
then it is lawfull upon the ſame account for 
Preſbyterians to reform from Proteſtants , 
and for Tudependents, andfor Anabaptiſts, 
Quakers ic. without: end. And if this bz 
allowed, in what a perpetual toſs of troubles 
will Chriſtian Countries be? One crying up 
one way to Heaven, and another crying up 
another way, and their words often pro- 
ceeding to blows, each one party condemn- 
ing all the reſt: but moſt of them joyning a= 
gainfi the Chief Magiſtrate 2 Beſides the 
unity of the Church is gone, the Com- 
- munion of Saints is gone, and the Church 


will ſoon b2 gone; for diviſion is not many 


{ſteps before deſtruction. - 

This objection goes a great way with 
many people, therefore I will fet down 
myanſwer diſtinaly in branches. | 

1. I confeſs that aiviſions in the Church 


do naturally tend to the deſtruQion of it ; | 


but 


—— 
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bat of this Evil they only are guilty who 
caafe the divifion. Now who'caus'd our 
departure from the Church of Rome, 
we' that were driven, or they who drove 
us aWay 2 If it be ſaid: who drove you ar 
way 21 anſwer : They that made it mor- 
tal-for us to ny. 'We muſt either hear our 
Conſcience, or them, 'or the Word, ' 

"2dly. Every man is bound to' reform 


Himſelf according to his conſcience, ' thar | 


'zs, he is bound nor'to profeſs that which 
he does not believe, and not to do that 
' which he thinks is unlawfull. But though 
every mans reaſon be his own guide ; 
yet no one mans reaſon is the guide of 
other men ( unleſs they make ir fo as in 
the cafe of Magiſtracy &c. ) therefore 


no particular perſon ought to preſs 


the Reformation of other men, unles he be 
authoriſed by God or man. Yet it is poſſi- 
ble, that private perſons may think them- 
ſelves bound in' conſcience not only tore- 
torm themſelves but orhers alſo ; to Preach 
and perhaps fight up their own way. And 
when this frenzy is prevalent, tis a _ 

| 11g. 
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judgment from God both upon the per- - 
ſons poſſeſl'd with it, and upon the Nati- 
on in whichiat happens. But the rule is,that 
as they follow their own erronious cons 
ſcience in theſe pranks; ſo the chief Ma- 
giſtrate is to follow his conſcience, which 
1s not to ſuffer them to do hurt tothe 
Church or State, h 0 | 

3ly. I confeſs that our being ſubjeCt to 
troubles from. Presbyterians &'. is an im-. 
becility in our Church; but tis common to 
us with the Church of Rome ; Weare vex- 
ed with Series, and they are vex'd with 
the ſame Sectaries, and with us too. 

- 4ly.ButlI ſhal be told that the ſtrength of 
the Obje&ion is 1n this, That by our Refor- 
mation from Popery Wegave a Precedent 
inviting others to Reform from Us ; Te 
thisI fay,that in our Reformation the King 
and People were of a mind and Reform/d 
according to order of Law therefore Our 
Reſormationis no Precedent for the tumul- 
tous, and violent Endeavours of Presbyte- 
rians &c, Againgthe SeQaries have not the 
ſame neceſſity of Sepetating from us $ ie 
12 
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had forSeparation fromRome; forwe and 


not ſtay there without declaring for 7rax- 


ſubſtantiation &c. which we could not be-. 


'Heve;but thePresbyterians, Anabaptiſts&c. 
may- hold . their own. Opintons in our 
Church without ever being enquir'd into a- 
-bout it,nay ifthey areknown to be of ſuch 


Opinions, there is not the leaſt punithment. 


for-it. So that our. Reformation. was of 
Neceſſity, Their's of Wantonneſs. We arc 
'no Precedent for them. To conclude upon. 
"this Objetion, I ſay human affairs cannot 
but be ſubje@ to inconveniences ; & there- 


fore we mult'not reject any thing. for an. 


adhering Inconvenience,unles its Oppoſite 
be leſs Inconvenient. Let us then conſider 
whether poſſibleTroublesfromSeQtaries, or 
the certain Intolerablenes of the Roman 
Yoke upon our Conſciences ; Lives , and 
Fortunes be the greater Inconvenience. | 


 Ob.3. Atleaſt the Romiſh Religion, by h 


the power it has upon peoples Conſciences 
ſeems apter than theProteſtant to keep the 
people in Obedience to aCatholick Prince, 
-nd fo ought ro be cheriſh'd by ſuch. 
Prin- 
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Princes. Tanfwer: Popery is not fo good 
ar keeping Subjets quiet as it 1s atraifing; 
tumults ; witnes the French League a- 
gainſt a Roman Catholick King. Yes, 
Popery has made many Rebellions where 


.. no intereſt was concern'd but its own : 


bur where did it ever hinder a Rebellion 
to which other intereſts invited? Did. it 
hinder the Barons Wars in Ee/a»d?Did it 
hincer the: Rebellion of almolt all Spa7z 
againſt- Charles the firſt? Did it hinder 
Maſſanello in Naples 2 Pid it hinder the 


. Sauiſſ-cantons from revolting from the 


houſe of 4A«7ria? Papifts have often Re- 


| bel'g,' But we can fay of rhe Proteſtants 
(I meanthe Church of Eg/and )rhat they 


have never yet rebell'd , & - that if ever 
they would Rebell;they would havedone 
it inthe late times, when their Loyalty con- 


' tendedwith all the miſeries of an unſuc- 


ceſsful War, of long penury, of Captivity, 
of baniſhment , of ſhameful Deaths. But 


\ they bore all theſe;and alſo deſpil'd Crom- 


wells many flattering invitations. Whereas 


- the Papiſts of England were then faid to 


oftcr 
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offer in purchaſe of their Liberty a» Abjus 
ration Fl the Royal Line and a Submiſton 
to the Line of that Vſurper. I am not ab- 
folutely ſure of this laſt ; but I. amperfe&-. 
Iy ſure, that in thoſe dayes. Mr. White 
a Romiſh Prieſt of Exg/and..publiſhed a 
book ( Dedicated toSr., Kexe/m Digby) en- 
titl'd Of GoveYnment and bedience;where- 
in he pretends to.-prove that God Himſelfe, 
7s no otherwiſe Monarch of the World than, 
by his Ommnipotence, and conſequently that, 
an Farthly King leofing his. Power loſes his 
Aathority + and that neither ought others. 
to. raiſe troubles for the pats" of his 
right, nor would hey if honeſt, defire it. 

rtainly what ever Religion a King, 
himſelf is of, he has reaſon to. wiſh for 
Proteſtant SubjeQs. 


FINIS,. 
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